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r eturn s a nd t ax r e t u r n i n f o r m a ti o n t o b e a u d i t e d u p o n a c om p u t e r
tape provided by the Department of Revenue which contains only
t o ta l p o p u l a t i on d o c u ment s w i t h o ut sp e c i f i c i d e nt i f i ca t i on o f
t axpaye r s . T he sa me p a r a l l e l p r ov i s i o n i s p u t i nt o t he s t a t u t e
with regard to t he Prog ram Ev a luation C o mmittee. The Tax
Commissioner shall have the authority to approve the statistical
sampling. That s ame power to approve the statistical sampling
the Tax Commissioner would have ov e r the Pro g ram Ev aluation
Committee also . Con fidential ta x ret urns a nd tax re t u rn
information shall be audited only upo n the pre m ises of the
Departmen t o f Rev e n u e . So i t ' s p hy s i c a l l y l o c a t e d o n l y on t he
premises of the Department of Revenue. You can't take documents
o ut o f t h e De p a r t m en t o f Re ve n u e , a nd t h a t p r o v i s i o n wou l d a l s o
apply to performance a udits. A ll audi t or perfo rmance
e valuation, we add that language, work papers pertaining to t h e
a udi t o r ev a l u a t i on o f t he De p a r t m en t o f Re v e n u e sh a l l b e s t o r e d
in a secure place in the Department of Revenue. So not only do
they have to be k ept on the prem ise of the Department of
Revenue, but they have to be stored in a safe place. It goes on
t o sa y t ha t n o o f f i c e r o r e mp l o y e e o f t h e Au d i t o r o f Pu b l i c
Accounts shall disclose t o an y person, oth er than anot her
of f i c e r or e mp l oy e e o f t h e Aud i t o r o f Pub l i c Ac co u n t s who s e
official duties require such disclosure, any r eturn or ret u rn
information. That sa me p r o h i b i t i o n wou l d a p p l y t o a n y
in f o r ma t i o n a v a i l ab l e t o t h e pr o g r a m e v a l u a t i on u n i t . I t g o e s
on t o s ay t h a t an y pe r so n wh o v i o l a t e s t h a t p r o v i s i on sh a l l b e
guilty of a Class IV felony. So the matter is t aken ex tremely
ser i o u s l y o b v i ou s l y . A f e l on y p e n a l t y o f f e n s e f o r t h e
d isc l o s u r e o f co n f i d en t i a l i n f o r ma t i on i s v e r y s t r o ng , i n d ee d ,
a nd t h at p e n a l t y p r o v i s i on wo u l d ap p l y t o s t a f f p e op l e o f t h e
Program Evaluation Committee. Fu rthermore, it i ndicates t h at
the gu ilty officer or emp loyee sh a ll be d ismi ssed fro m
e mployment a n d i n e l i g i b l e t o h o l d a ny p o s i t i o n o f emp l oy m e n t
with the state o f Nebraska for a period of time. T hat, too,
would apply. Furt her along in subsection (13), i t ind icates
that the Aud itor of Pub lic A c counts, an d th is is current
language again, as a condition for receiving tax returns and tax
return information has to subject his or her e m ployees to the
same conf idential info rmation sa fe guards and d isc losure
procedures as required o f Dep artment of Revenue e m ployees.
That, too, wo uld apply to program evaluation. The Auditor has
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